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A Film by: Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg

Run Time/Format 57 minutes, HighDef video, 16x9, color

Not rated. Recommended for ages |3 and up (for content understanding)
World Premiere (film festivals) American Assoc. for the Advancement of Science, 2016
World Premiere (broadcast) USA, PBS, Feb., 2017

European Premiere (film festivals)  Paris Science,, Oct, 2017

Producer/Directors Catherine Ryan 510-526-9500 catherine@Ilunaproductions.com
Gary Weimberg 510-526-9500 gary@lunaproductions.com

Narrator Mayim Bialik (actress, Big Bang Theory, Blossom & PhD scientist)

Downloads Stills, poster http://lunaproductions.com/press-mylab/

Website & trailer http://lunaproductions.com/marian-diamond/




LOG LINE

Want a better brain! Meet Dr. Marian Diamond ... in a film about the brain, the passion of scientific
discovery, the creation of modern neuroscience, Albert Einstein’s brain tissue, women in science, and
love ... all via the life and pioneering research of beloved professor and YouTube celebrity, Dr. Marian
Diamond.

DESCRIPTION of FILM

How can you not fall in love with a woman who carries around a preserved human brain inside a
flowery hat box!? Meet Dr. Marian Diamond, renowned professor and research scientist, and prepare to
be smitten.

Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg’s film follows this remarkable woman over the last 5 years of her
career and introduces the viewer to both her many scientific accomplishments and the warm, funny, and
thoroughly charming woman herself, who describes her 60+ years researching the human brain as “pure

joy.

As one of the founders of modern neuroscience, it’s no exaggeration to say that Dr. Diamond changed
science, and society at large in dramatic ways through her research. Her groundbreaking work is all the
more remarkable because it began during an era when so few women entered science at all. Shouted at
from the back of the conference hall by noteworthy male academics as she presented her research, Dr.
Diamond simply did the work and followed where her curiosity led her, bringing about a paradigm shift
(or two) in the process. As she points out, in order to get to the answers that matter, you have to start
by asking the right questions.

If her name isn’t yet as familiar as that of Marie
Curie, it should be. Dr. Diamond’s work revealed
previously unimagined brain capabilities. Brain
plasticity (once controversial, now a foundation of
neuroscience) was decisively demonstrated for the
first time by her work, groundbreaking research
that revised our understanding of the role of the
environment in brain development. She published
the first substantive scientific analysis of Albert
Einstein’s brain tissue, which fueled a world-wide
wave of research re-evaluating the role of the glial
cell. Her Anatomy Lectures have |.7 million views
on YouTube (and still climbing), which helped launch the revolution in on-line education and made her
as 2" most popular college professor in the world as of 2010.

Her scientific and academic career broke barriers for women in science and, much like the old adage
about Ginger Rogers doing it all backwards and in heels, Dr. Diamond achieved every success with
steely determination behind astonishing positivity, warmth, and magnetism. Watch this to learn about an
amazing woman, a brilliant scientist, a fascinating branch of scientific research, and about the core
element that fuels great achievement in all endeavors: love.



REVIEWS:
" ... utterly charming, inspiring documentary ..." Insider Magazine, California
"... delightful ..." San Jose Mercury News
' ... utterly fascinating ...” Georgia Straight, Vancouver, Canada
“ ...a tweedy celebrity of cyberspace ...” New York Times

QUOTES

"... a must see for every student, teacher, parent, community member, and higher education teacher
prep program!”
PEGGY BROOKINS, President, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

“Marian Diamond is to the brain like Julia Childs is to French cooking.”
MARILYN BANCEL, Exploratorium Science Museum

“Reveals the soul of science through the remarkable life of Marian Diamond ...”
R. DOUGLAS FIELDS, Neuroscientist and Author of “The Other Brain”, and “Why We Snap”

"Marian Diamond has made two major contributions to Neural Science that have stood the test of time.
.... Bravo!"
ERIC R. KANDEL M.D. Nobel Prize Winner

AWARDS
Best in Festival — Audience Award, RiverRun International Film Festival, Winston-Salem, NC
Best Feature Film in Festival — American Psychological Association film festival
Best Documentary — Indigo Moon film festival, Fayetteville, N.C.
Audience Favorite Award — Mill Valley Film Festival, CA
Best Documentary — High Falls Film Festival, NY
Best Documentary, Audience Award, Durango Film Festival, CA

FILMAKER BIOs

Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg have spent the last three decades making documentaries that have
been nominated for 5 Emmy Awards, won 2 Emmys, and short-listed for Academy Awards. Their
documentaries have been broadcast on ABC, PBS, FOX, WB and around the world.

Their films with real and measurable effects on the world include; Maria’s Story, PBS, which was cited as
a crucial factor in ending the civil war in El Salvador. The Double Life of Ernesto Gomez Gémez, PBS,
contributed directly to the presidential pardon and release of 12 Puerto Rican political prisoners after
having served |9 years in prison.
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My Love Affair with the Brain — utterly charming, inspiring documentary

SCIENTIFIC HIGHLIGHTS of
MARIAN DIAMOND's CAREER

y
How can you not fall in love with
- o uroman .‘l'll.“.‘ carmes around a

mreecerireed b | I sy sl .
'J,. SEerUved numaoan Doragin ainsuae o

. gitant flowery hat box?
. ‘ phatn the : AN
v y v I | ared ar 4 4 ]
WATCH Ma e ‘ i
Trader for My Love Aflaw with the Brain ’ " '
' ot ot ' '
k '/ § anl 4
Ly /,'/‘(1-‘? R TR QY7 RS K ‘ b
F} { /;l A . . - ¢ 2 . :
bt Ghe o 0UR - MIEy. 1t would grow, levited by .
: :
. [ ' '
: '
L [rosted & '
{ ol w
v
) LT L
—
! - . =

t 1 @ Jin 0]
¢ firsl s 1102 vor the s { Albent | Ie

Varn st Chet

f9mn¥asxyvoe



New documentary offers a glimpse into
the life of a neroscience icon

NEUROSCIENCE
My Love Aftair
with the Brain

The Life and Science
of Dr. Marian Diamond
Catherine Ryurn wsad
Gary Wetmberg,
directory
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“Younyg lady, that brain cannot change!™ a man showtod at Martan
Diamond at the annual meeting of the American Assockation

of Anatomists (n 1964, Diamond, a Berkeley-trained anatoméist
and one of caly a handful of female speakers, had just presented
research dessonstrating that esnviroamental encichment can alter
the structure of the adult rat brain, a discovery that would estab-
Fish her as a plomeer in the fiedd of neural plasticity. Teacing the
highlights of her groundbeeaking S0-year carcer, My Love Affir
with the Bruin offers viewers a foel-2ood, firmthand account of the
peuroscience on’s life and work
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https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/whats-the-best-way-to-talk-about-science/
March 1, 2017

SCIENTIFIC Y Goent o
AMERICAN.

What's the Best Way
to Talk about Science?

The importance of biography in the scientific narmative

by Gary Weimberg

For most of the last decade, I’ve been noticing the failure of contemporary science to tell its
own story. While I’'m not a scientist (although my father was), | am a seasoned, Emmy-award
winning documentary film maker and telling stories is what | do. That has helped me to see an
important problem with the narrative of contemporary science ... and a potential solution as
well ...insights that emerged during the 6 years that my partner Catherine Ryan and | have been
producing and directing our first science documentary, soon to be broadcast on PBS, “My Love
Affair with the Brain: The Life and Science of Dr. Marian Diamond.”

The documentary is part biography, part scientific adventure story, and part inspirational tale
about one of the founders of modern neuroscience, Dr. Marian C. Diamond, Professor Emeritus
at University of California, Berkeley. It is no exaggeration to say that her research changed not

Article continues at this link:
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/whats-the-best-way-to-talk-about-science/
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Marian Diamond’s love for the brain is infectious
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My Lowe Altar with Me Beain: The Lite & Science of Dr. Narian Diamand
Sring Maan Danong Ane Scvetsd

Direcied by Cataine Ryan Gary Wemoey

Not rated

Runsiag thme 1 5our 5 minutes
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UC Berkeley professor’s sparkling career captured in ‘Love
Affair With the Brain’

Lns Mroducrom

UC Berkedey professor NMarian Diamond apoears in 2 scene fom "My Love AMair With the Brain”

By RANDY MYIRS, CORRLESPONDENT | Mertury News, Bay Arva News Geowp
PBUSED Mowenter 14 2004 o 1000 am | LPOATED Noweoder L4 2016 o 1037 an

1 you conbéin's make 1t 30 the Mill Valey Film Festivad, you missed the Selightfid “My Lowve A3k With the Brain.” a documerngary from Catherine Ryan and Gary
Weinberg aboutt the remarbable achievernents of retived Cal peofessor D Marien Diamond. Bat you're In hech. Oalland's New l"of\vus Theater will screen this
eotertisining documentary 7 pon. Nov. 15, Tackets are $30-$12 A post fikn dacession folkows. For mote nfoemation, vise 1} wperway.o



Playing: 10 am. Friday,
Gaslight Theatre; 6 p.m. Sat-

urday, Gaslight Threatre

Dr. Marian Diamond carries
a preserved brain around in a hat box to show to
students. She's will utterly charm you with the joy she
takes in science. Discover the mysteries of your own
brain and the 90-year-old YouTube megastar who
helped to found the field of neuroscience
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“Scientific literacy is
-
empowering”
Gary Weimberg talks about his documentary on

neuroplasticity ploneer Marian Diamond and makes a
plea for more sclence Meracy
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soence documentary, Why ad you decide 4o make a film oboot
newrobiodogst Marian Diomong?

Ny partner Cathy (Catherine Ryan) and | had just
completed a docurantary on sclders «when you're in the armmy
you loarn anatomy for the purpose of killng effectively. We wanted
to g0 the opposite drection and ook a Selling the story of human
anatomy for a positive, Me-alfirming reason We found Dr. Marian
Diamond on YouTube, whire her integrative biology leciures at the
Ussversey of Calidornia at Berkaley have had malbons of views. We
calied her up and anked # we could make » documaentary about her
and her reseavch, and she said, ¥ it wil advance the cause of
scence, okay™ And then we had the priviege 10 spend live years
with this amaring worman

Why o 8 important (0 leorn obost scrence”

| think Searning about science is empowering lor pecple. The
sCenific method is a very refiable way for understanding the
world sround uit. Theough questioning, research, nference
collecting data, andd analysis we come up with information we can
trust and rely on. By comprehending and leaming to use the
scenific method. we can deepen our understanding of the world

Bt all Loo oMen sOence &t a LORC Lends 80 sulfer because it's sasy
to make & Bonng. [ven comtemporary science, which is depicted
via breakthroughs, new developments, and esplorations of state-
of-the-art soence, becomes reduced to 1acts and tigures, not
much about pecpie or personalities

article continues here: http://bold.expert/scientific-literacy-is-empowering/
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About Science®Cal Lectures & fvents «~ Cal Soence News

February 27, 2016 at 1:00pm
Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive

(’}}@ ;gow Z/'/(Z/m?z
with the c/wain

THE LIFE & SCIENCE OF
DR. MARIAN DIAMOND

WEST COAST SNEAK PREVIEW
February 27, 2016
AU PRODECTIONS & New BAMPFA

My Love AMair with the Brasn

Seating s limited. Please Mrrive sarly To guarantee seating
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Berkeley honors Marian Diamond, who radically changed how we
think about the brain

@ berkeleyside.com/2017/03/14/berkeley-honors-marian-diamond-radically-changed-think-brain/

Kate Darby Rauch March 14, 2017, 2 p.m.

Marian Diamond, a retired UC Berkeley professor of integrated biology, advanced our understanding of the brain. Photo: Luna Productions

When Marian Diamond was growing up in Southern California, she got her first glimpse of a real brain at Los
Angeles County Hospital with her dad, a physician. She was 15. Looking back now, at age 90, Diamond, a Berkeley
resident, points to that moment as the start of something profound — a curiosity, wonderment, drive.

“It just blew my mind, the fact that a cell could create an idea,” Diamond said in a recent interview, reflecting on her
first encounter with that sinewy purple-tinged mass.

She didn’t know that this was the start of a distinguished legacy that would stretch for decades, touching millions.
But today, she’d be one of the first to scientifically equate that adolescent thrill with her life’'s work.

Because she helped prove a link.

Brains, we now know, thanks in large part to research by Diamond, thrive on challenge, newness, discovery. With
this enrichment, brain cells are stimulated and grow.

This week, Diamond, a UC Berkeley emeritus professor of integrative biology and the first woman to earn a PhD in
anatomy at Cal, is being honored by the Berkeley City Council, which is designating March 14 as Marian Diamond
Day.

1/4

page | of 4, “Berkeley honors Marian Diamond” continued here
: http://www.berkeleyside.com/2017/03/14/berkeley-honors-marian-diamond-radically-changed-think-brain/
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THE PROFESSORWHO STUDIED

EINSTEIN’S BRAIN

A talk with Luna Productions about Dr. Marian Diamond and ‘My Love Affair with the Brain’

HRAINS! Specifically, Albert Einstein's. For 26 years, Eisutedn's
proserved brain was waiting for someone 1o study it, then — ba-
zinga! - Dy, Marian Déamond made it happen. That ain't all she's

done, either.

Diamond is a 80-year-old scientist and YouTube sensation who
has worked i nowroanatomy for 60 years. She's the subject of
the documentazry “My Love Affalr with the Braln: The Life and
Science of Dr, Massan Diamond.” which is playing at the Durango
Independent Film Festival on Friday at 10 a.m and Sanaday at 6
p-m at the Gaslight Theatre, 102 E. Fifth St

DGO chatved with Catherine Ryan and Gary Wetmberg of Luna
Productions about who the heck Dr. Marsan Diamond & and why

they made a movie about her.

Who is Dy. Marian Diamond?
Cary Welsnlrary: o mugr thgs shes s peo-
neering researches and she's 3 ruly belowed professor.
Thee fact | dwanys mention i that ber YouTube aratomy
lectures have 1.7 mlllon hity, which makes her the fifth
most popuiar college profeucr in the workd

In torms of hard wchence. we could call her one of
the foundens of newrcacience, Her breakiivoughs
In wihat wee call Brain plasticity are one the pillars of
pouracience

Brain plasticity?
Walssdvaegs 5 S fact that our brasrs e not botally
detormined by our ganetics ot birth. What we do, how
wan Sk, and the emvronement we are I - whether we
are wtirmudated or not stimulated - hak huge effects on
our e _ Marian Diarmond says It the braie s siniar
10 drwy other mundie, you Use It Of fose I What's amaaing
Aot this is Dt peoghe Sdnt used 10 befieve that. YWe
Were (rsoners Of Our Own genetics, She s the frst por-
SO0 10 ever 10 Nave hard evidence that decisively demon-
Strated that the beaio can change tosed on what you do
Dish move dirt om Dv. Diamond.
Weolkmborg: She 5 1he st porson ever b publish
A3ty on Elmmtain's bradn. When | Sy that there s 2
“Weah, duty" factor Like of course! Iif you are 2 besin scien-
B of COurse wou would wint 10 study Elatsin’s train.
Bt the fact of the swumier is Dat that happened 26 years
e hes death. No one else had Bhought 10 30 Tat be-
fore Markan Diamond It seems obwious, Dot thes ks one of
Der s s 2 sOermst. She Pas the gift of asking the right
QuesTion that yiedds an Important answey.

How did Luna Productions come to cro-
ate a Martan Di d 4 vy
Cathevine Rymn: We had frmbed socther ng

term, In-cepth docussentanry That wis sbout mar. Il non
called “Sokdiers of Consoence. I win i flen feativals and

It it very weedl ot 2w
3 prumliryg ogeriercs to
300 frvm yeans inpide
e haads of soldens and
really understanding thew
ves .. Documentanies o

ot 30 hand and mayte

von sormething that weas clevating. Not sy but good
e, When | came acrom Marien Dismond and her
aratomy lectares, | we meseneriaed aod | st not & 00
ontht. | do not corme froem & science background The fact
that she coukd turm me On 10 Seing interested in hearing
the mirutis of anatonmy | thought, *) potts ot leist meet
thin worman”

What kind of questions did Dr. Mari

Comatumy of Lame Pronbn S

can have your whole e changed for the Setter.

There's ainc an educational kewel, Marian i retived
from Seaching, bt if thin fim can continue her Leachng
10 Sern of Srounands more Wbudents, That's pood for so
cnty. Marian has, more o less, crested 2 spificant pan
of & gerwration of Soctinrs snd scentists through her 80
yoars of teaching. THhat's an Incredidle achievernent that
| e hege, in sonme wary, Could 0 00 forever.

Disssond ask?

Mynm: Part of wWhat 5 50 Noeresting i that Marbn D
mond wans Bwas looking and asiing guestions that woid!
et i peogie having 3 more erdanoed posstility for e,
St Nt do a0y work on pathology Which i interesting.
Most peogle who study anatony and who ane In newro-
schence study diseane. It's vory important work, St if's s
Imeresting that her Questions werent sbout disease. They
weere questions e, "Cantour Brsin stlll grow when we se
over 90 yeaes ™ and Foe there Sifferences between
ke aed fornale Beairs™ and “What might those ditfer
oo mede” Questions sbout potential

What do you think the lmpact of the
Blos in?

Welsmberg: ¥ you are empowered 10 undentand
YOUr Qv briasn, you're mone of who you are. You e
Setter able 10 deal with the workd You are 50 mudh -
Sroved in the quaity of your ife. We call & e Marbn
Dlamoed efect. You watch her for an howr and you reslly

Wedsabarg: What you don't know s how sinky that
brain in the hat Sos s, ¥ you think it s groms visuslly, wast
1 you smel £ WHOOO - people leave the soom s
the formuakdetyde.

Check out “My Lowe Aftals with the Brain: The Life
and Schence of Dr. Marian Diamond” and other rad
movies at the Durango Independert Fikn Featival
More info at http\durangobimorg

Thes interview has been eddted ond conderned for spoce
and clarity

Edhtor’s note: DGO s an official sporser of the 2017
Durongo Independent Fidm Festivel

— Patty Templeton
DOO Sl Wiiser

« Thuradey, Maizh 2, 2017 1 18
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Movies

WANCOUVIR™S NEWS & INTIRTAINNENT WEExLY

straighé

NOVIE REVIEWS »

DOXA 2016 review: My Love Affair with the Brain
(USA)

Dr. Marian Diamond keeps a preserved human brain in a delicate hatbox, eagerly
uncovering the spongy organ for anvone who shows even the faintest of interest. And it is

utterly fascinating,

AcChoices > A revolutionary figure in modern neuroscience, Diamond is a

rock star as seen through the lens of filmmakers Catherine Ryan
and Gary Weimberg. Her groundbreaking studies are chronicled
with care, offering a thoroughly inspiring crash-course in
human anatomy that many academics still take for granted

today.

But even more captivating than the research is the woman
herself: a subject of undying curiosity, charm, and an infectious
zeal—even in the face of rampant sexism—which makes the
answer to her question, “Don’t you just love the brain?”

—ahem—a no-brainer.

f v 7 = ®

SHOWTIMES May B, 6:30pm
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The fim will be shown ot the 2016 AAAS Anm wing n Washngton,
D.C. on Sunday, Febraury 14 from 6:30 p.m. 10 8:30 p.m. EST in the
Diplomat Balroom of the Omni Shoreham Hotel, Roegister Hore. Contact
rgass @ asas 0rg for more cetals
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L0 Out Lowd s puent thin week in Gary Wearberg, co-cirector of the PRLS

documentary "My Lowe Altar With The Braim The Lite 20 Schence of Dv.

AMacian Dlanond ™ Prodhuc ed and releasad n cotlabor ation with AAAS ane
Schentitg American s narrated by The Big Rang Thewwy's Mayi Risid
b upcoming docurmentary vhowease the p and worh of ongagrg

e bearner and You Tebe secastion De. Marian Diamond

Srofesior nguiit

Gary jodos U 1o diouss the Sdm, reved how Dv: Déamond’s work (halleoged
AR oNs In soence and society, and W e hes Belehs in Lefheg hurman

For more information contact
Producer/Directors

Catherine Ryan 510-526-9500 catherine@Iunaproductions.com
Gary Weimberg 510-526-9500 gary@lunaproductions.com




