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A Film by:  Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg 
Run Time/Format 57 minutes, HighDef video, 16x9,  color 
Not rated.    Recommended for ages 13 and up (for content understanding) 
World Premiere (film festivals)   American Assoc. for the Advancement of Science, 2016 
World Premiere (broadcast)       USA, PBS, Feb., 2017 
European Premiere (film festivals)   Paris Science,, Oct, 2017 
Producer/Directors Catherine Ryan  510-526-9500  catherine@lunaproductions.com 
   Gary Weimberg 510-526-9500  gary@lunaproductions.com 
Narrator  Mayim Bialik (actress, Big Bang Theory, Blossom & PhD scientist) 
Downloads  Stills, poster                http://lunaproductions.com/press-mylab/ 
Website & trailer http://lunaproductions.com/marian-diamond/	
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LOG LINE 
 

Want a better brain?  Meet Dr. Marian Diamond … in a film about the brain, the passion of scientific 
discovery, the creation of modern neuroscience, Albert Einstein’s brain tissue, women in science, and 
love … all via the life and pioneering research of beloved professor and YouTube celebrity, Dr. Marian 
Diamond. 

 
DESCRIPTION of FILM 

 
How can you not fall in love with a woman who carries around a preserved human brain inside a 
flowery hat box?  Meet Dr. Marian Diamond, renowned professor and research scientist, and prepare to 
be smitten. 
 
Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg’s film follows this remarkable woman over the last 5 years of her 
career and introduces the viewer to both her many scientific accomplishments and the warm, funny, and 
thoroughly charming woman herself, who describes her 60+ years researching the human brain as “pure 
joy. 
 
As one of the founders of modern neuroscience, it’s no exaggeration to say that Dr. Diamond changed 
science, and society at large in dramatic ways through her research. Her groundbreaking work is all the 
more remarkable because it began during an era when so few women entered science at all. Shouted at 
from the back of the conference hall by noteworthy male academics as she presented her research, Dr. 
Diamond simply did the work and followed where her curiosity led her, bringing about a paradigm shift 
(or two) in the process. As she points out, in order to get to the answers that matter, you have to start 
by asking the right questions. 
 
If her name isn’t yet as familiar as that of Marie 
Curie, it should be.  Dr. Diamond’s work revealed 
previously unimagined brain capabilities. Brain 
plasticity (once controversial, now a foundation of 
neuroscience) was decisively demonstrated for the 
first time by her work, groundbreaking research 
that revised our understanding of the role of the 
environment in brain development.  She published 
the first substantive scientific analysis of Albert 
Einstein’s brain tissue,  which fueled a world-wide 
wave of research re-evaluating the role of the glial 
cell.  Her Anatomy Lectures have 1.7 million views 
on YouTube (and still climbing), which helped launch the revolution in on-line education and made her 
as 2nd most popular college professor in the world as of 2010.   
 
Her scientific and academic career broke barriers for women in science and, much like the old adage 
about Ginger Rogers doing it all backwards and in heels, Dr. Diamond achieved every success with 
steely determination behind astonishing positivity, warmth, and magnetism. Watch this to learn about an 
amazing woman, a brilliant scientist, a fascinating branch of scientific research, and about the core 
element that fuels great achievement in all endeavors: love. 
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REVIEWS: 

 
" ... utterly charming, inspiring documentary ..." Insider Magazine, California 

"... delightful ..." San Jose Mercury News 
" ... utterly fascinating ...” Georgia Straight, Vancouver, Canada 

“ …a tweedy celebrity of cyberspace …” New York Times 
 
QUOTES 
 
"… a must see for every student, teacher, parent, community member, and higher education teacher 
prep program!” 

PEGGY BROOKINS, President, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards 
 
“Marian Diamond is to the brain like Julia Childs is to French cooking.” 

MARILYN BANCEL, Exploratorium Science Museum 
 
“Reveals the soul of science through the remarkable life of Marian Diamond ...” 

R. DOUGLAS FIELDS, Neuroscientist and Author of “The Other Brain”, and “Why We Snap” 
 
"Marian Diamond has made two major contributions to Neural Science that have stood the test of time. 
.... Bravo!" 

ERIC R. KANDEL M.D. Nobel Prize Winner 
 

AWARDS 
Best in Festival – Audience Award,  RiverRun International Film Festival, Winston-Salem, NC  
Best Feature Film in Festival – American Psychological Association film festival 
Best Documentary – Indigo Moon film festival, Fayetteville, N.C. 
Audience Favorite Award – Mill Valley Film Festival, CA 
Best Documentary – High Falls Film Festival, NY 
Best Documentary, Audience Award, Durango Film Festival, CA 
 

	
  
FILMAKER BIOs 

 
Catherine Ryan and Gary Weimberg have spent the last three decades making documentaries that have 
been nominated for 5 Emmy Awards, won 2 Emmys, and short-listed for Academy Awards.  Their 
documentaries have been broadcast on ABC, PBS, FOX, WB and around the world. 

 
Their films with real and measurable effects on the world include;   Maria’s Story, PBS, which was cited as 
a crucial factor in ending the civil war in El Salvador.  The Double Life of Ernesto Gómez Gómez, PBS, 
contributed directly to the presidential pardon and release of 12 Puerto Rican political prisoners after 
having served 19 years in prison. 
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Higher resolution copies of all the following articles available upon request 
 
• 

 
• 
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Article continues at this link:   
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/guest-blog/whats-the-best-way-to-talk-about-science/ 
• 
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article continues here: http://bold.expert/scientific-literacy-is-empowering/ 
 
• 
• 
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page 1 of 4, “Berkeley honors Marian Diamond” continued here 
: http://www.berkeleyside.com/2017/03/14/berkeley-honors-marian-diamond-radically-changed-think-brain/ 
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For more information contact 

Producer/Directors  
Catherine Ryan  510-526-9500  catherine@lunaproductions.com 
Gary Weimberg 510-526-9500  gary@lunaproductions.com 

 


